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USTRANSCOM 2021 Year in Review (Part One) 
 
U.S. Transportation Command Public Affairs  
 
SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. (Dec. 20, 2021) -- We started the year with the threat of a 
second major coronavirus outbreak, which would not affect U.S. Transportation Command 
(USTRANSCOM) until later in the spring. In the meantime, preparations were made within 
USTRANSCOM to combat and mitigate the effects. This included the first round of vaccines to 
be distributed and “put into arms,” starting with our senior leadership. 
 
 
USTRANSCOM leaders receive COVID-19 vaccine 
 
As the Department of Defense (DOD) continues its phased approach to the COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution, the first allotment of the vaccine recently arrived 
here, and U.S. Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM 
leaders received the initial shot Jan. 8.  
 
U.S. Army Gen. Stephen R. Lyons, USTRANSCOM 
commander, and U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Jason 
France, USTRANSCOM senior enlisted leader, received the 
COVID-19 vaccine to promote the safety and efficacy of the 
vaccines, and to encourage others to get them once available.  
 
“Chief Master Sgt. France and I received the COVID-19 vaccination to encourage everyone to 
fight the coronavirus by getting the vaccine once it's available to them. It's safe, effective, and 
key in protecting our force,” said Lyons. Full article here 
 
 
Operations continued within TRANSCOM while the command worked to deliver enhanced data 
systems to support the warfighter. 
 
Harnessing the power of data for the Joint Force: 
USTRANSCOM establishes an enterprise data and analytics 
environment 
 
U.S. Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM) laid the 
cornerstone for a shared data environment that will provide 
warfighters the ability to make better, faster decisions about 
moving scarce resources to where our Joint Force is needed the most.  

https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=43B4659C-A93E-032B-C87172E821B5A057&yr=2021
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The Enterprise Data and Analytics Environment (EDAE) was launched late last year and will 
provide decision-makers at every level of the mobility enterprise with data that is visible, 
accessible, linked and secure, allowing decisions to be made quickly regarding the movement of 
critical logistics.  
 
Decision-making is pressurized in today’s security environment by the volume of information 
available and the speed at which it travels. Minutes on the battlefield matter, and can mean the 
difference between preventing a conflict, winning a war, or providing life-saving resources 
during a disaster. Being able to analyze massive amounts of data faster and get this information 
to senior leaders quickly, provides decision space and the advantage of time. Full article here 
 
 
During the year, which would turn out to be historic itself, TRANSCOM took the time to reflect 
on the past. 
 
Commemorating 30th anniversary of Operation Desert Storm 
 
January marks the 30th anniversary of the end of Operation 
Desert Shield and the launching of Operation Desert Storm 
to liberate Kuwait. Then as now, the ability of the United 
States to rapidly deploy and sustain combat forces ensured 
the viability of U.S. regional military strategy. 
 
During the Cold War, the United States had assured its allies 
that it would massively reinforce its forward-based forces in 
Europe and Asia in the event of a conflict with the Soviet Union. Mobility was also critical to a 
new strategy of deterring Soviet aggression in Southwest Asia after the United States lost Iran as 
an ally and the Soviet Union intervened in Afghanistan in 1979. The U.S. Department of Defense 
invested in pre-positioned equipment and fast sealift ships for U.S.-based forces earmarked to 
intervene, if necessary, in the Persian Gulf region. The President established the Rapid 
Deployment Joint Task Force in 1980 and then created a new combatant command, U.S. Central 
Command (USCENTCOM) in 1983 to plan for a contingency in the region. The United States 
also established U.S. Transportation Command in 1987 to provide global air, land, and sea 
transportation to meet national security tasks. Full article here  
 
 
In addition to unit achievements, individuals stood out, like a Sailor who was recognized for 
dedicating his time to help others. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=D7B38F84-DEE1-2BAF-89D4670B627391EE&yr=2021
https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=474ED85F-020E-9C1A-D7935FD261434420&yr=2021
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Navy League honors USTRANSCOM Sailor for leadership, mentoring during pandemic 
 
The Navy League of St. Louis Area Council recently recognized a U.S. Navy Sailor at U.S. 
Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM) for his leadership, innovation, mentoring and 
volunteer efforts as the Lead Petty Officer of the Command’s Operations Intelligence Branch 
(OIB) during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
U.S. Navy Intelligence Specialist 1st Class Daniel O’Neal, 
USTRANSCOM OIB noncommissioned officer in charge, was selected 
for the Enlisted category, Navy League of St. Louis Area Council’s 
2020 Award of Excellence. Due to COVID-19, the award will be presented at USTRANSCOM 
in lieu of the usual annual award dinner. Full article here 
 
 
As -part of the restructuring of the Defense Department, the newest branch of the military found 
some of its Guardians at USTRANSCOM.  
 
‘Semper Supra / Always Above’ -- USTRANSCOM airmen become Space Force Guardians 
 
Two U.S. Air Force (USAF) Airmen from the Intelligence Directorate at U.S. Transportation 
Command (USTRANSCOM) became U.S. Space Force 
Guardians during an Oath of Enlistment ceremony Feb. 1, 
2021, held here.  
 
Tech. Sgt. Robert Camblin and Sgt. Jacob Loesche are the 
first members of USTRANSCOM to enlist in the U.S. 
Space Force (USSF), the sixth and newest branch of the 
U.S. military. 
 
From the USAF’s “Fly, Fight and Win” to the USSF’s “Semper Supra” (Always Above), the two 
new USSF Guardians made history and expressed their gratitude for the opportunity. Full article 
here 
 
 
We had a change within our senior enlisted leader (SEL) command role. Chief France retired and 
was succeeded by Fleet Master Chief Myrick – the first time a Sailor was selected to serve in the 
SEL position. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=839AE171-A449-A566-5F83D5B2BD7894BF&yr=2021
https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=E89FB280-9269-3887-DD88CB06DFADB1EC&yr=2021
https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=E89FB280-9269-3887-DD88CB06DFADB1EC&yr=2021


U.S. Transportation Command 
Public Affairs 
618-220-4999 

4 
 

USTRANSCOM SEL hangs up the Air Force uniform, begins next chapter—retirement 
 
With 31 years of military service and a total of 15 military assignments, 
U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Jason L. France, the senior enlisted 
leader (SEL) for U.S. Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM), 
retired today during a ceremony at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois.  
 
France handed responsibility of USTRANSCOM as the senior enlisted 
leader to Fleet Master Chief Donald Myrick on March 30. 

“Thank you, every single member, of USTRANSCOM, I appreciate and 
enjoyed working here, being a part of USTRANSCOM team, a family—
that’s really what it is,” said France. “What a great honor to come and 
finish my career here at USTRANSCOM.”  Full article here  
 
USTRANSCOM welcomes its first-ever U.S. Navy senior enlisted leader 
 
U.S. Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM) welcomed U.S. Navy Fleet Master Chief 
Donald O. Myrick as its seventh Command Senior Enlisted Leader (SEL) during a virtual 
Change of Responsibility ceremony at Scott Air Force 
Base, Illinois, today. This is the first time a Navy Sailor 
will serve in the USTRANSCOM senior leadership role. 
 
“First, it’s an honor to preside over the time-honored 
tradition of recognizing truly the best of the best of our 
senior enlisted force,” said U.S. Army Gen. Stephen R. 
Lyons, commander, USTRANSCOM, in his opening 
remarks. “At the level we serve, you truly cannot get 
much better than the two men here with me today.” 
Full article here  
 
 
The coronavirus did not let go; and the pandemic continued to restrict travel, work and life itself. 
TRANSCOM supported the government’s effort to not only resolve pain and suffering within 
our borders, but also around the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=9B46B4CC-D079-E5DC-7ED959C52523961E&yr=2021
https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=30D500CE-E260-CD06-3987309A311A8910&yr=2021
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C-5M Super Galaxy departs Travis with U.S. government assistance to India 
 
A U.S. Air Force C-5M Super Galaxy from the 60th Air Mobility Wing departed Travis Air 
Force Base, California, to transport medical 
supplies to India amid its surge in COVID-
19 cases. The cargo includes an initial 
shipment of oxygen cylinders with 
regulators, N95 masks, and rapid diagnostic 
kits. The supplies and equipment will be 
delivered to Indira Gandhi International 
Airport, near New Delhi. 
 
This is the first of several large shipments 
that will be delivered in the days and weeks 
ahead. Full article here 
 
 
Like Chief France, several members of TRANSCOM retired, to include some general/flag 
officers. The command paid tribute to one Soldier who gave a lot of himself in his service to our 
nation.   
 
A lot of heart: four purple ones, to be exact; Sgt. 1st Class Clark reflects upon retirement 
 
Sgt. 1st Class Steven Clark, a member of U.S. Transportation Command’s 
(USTRANSCOM) Intelligence Directorate, recently retired after a long, 
distinctive, and very unique experience spanning 20 years of active-duty 
service.  
 
After all, how many Soldiers have earned four Purple Heart medals during 
their military career -- all while a member of the same major command? 
Full article here 
 
 
TRANSCOM continued to support and work through the execution of several major exercises, 
like JLOTS and Defender-Europe. 
 
USTRANSCOM conducts critical ship-to-shore exercise 
 
U.S. Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM) conducted its 
annual Joint Logistics Over-the-Shore (JLOTS) exercise at Durres, 
Albania, over the last two weeks, as part of the larger U.S. Army-
led exercise Defender-Europe 21. JLOTS exercises maintain the 
Army and Navy’s capability to conduct ship-to-shore logistics and 

https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=0FF2FD64-D9BE-C1BB-2DE0CC414BF3108F&yr=2021
https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=D3A6E5A8-95D6-C2EB-E1DFFE5B28590DB7&yr=2021
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open a strategic port to surge forces and equipment.  
 
JLOTS was part of Defender-Europe 21’s Immediate Response theater opening exercise and 
USTRANSCOM’s role was to assess the capability and interoperability of the Army and Navy in 
delivering this critical capability to a geographic combatant commander. Full article here 
 
 
USTRANSCOM started a new recognition award designed for individuals or groups as strong 
proponents of USTRANSCOM and its mission to project and sustain the Joint Force in support 
of national objectives. 
 
Lyons recognizes Duckworth, Courtney and Wittman among the first to receive the 
inaugural Pegasus Award 
 
U.S. Army Gen. Stephen R. Lyons, commander, U.S. Transportation Command 
(USTRANSCOM), recognized U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney (D-CT 2nd Dist.) and U.S. Rep. Rob 
Wittman (R-VA 1st Dist.) with the command’s Pegasus Award May 18, at the Capitol. Due to a 
scheduling conflict, U.S. Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-
IL) will be presented with her Pegasus Award at a later 
date. This marks the inaugural bestowment of the 
award, which recognizes individuals or groups as 
strong proponents of USTRANSCOM and its mission 
to project and sustain the Joint Force in support of 
national objectives. Future presentations of the award 
will be made during the annual, co-hosted 
USTRANSCOM and National Defense Transportation 
Association Fall Meeting. Full article here  
 
 
USTRANSCOM continued its worldwide partnerships and looks toward the future while 
supporting other commands. 
 
Lyons witnesses KC-135 hot-pit refueling 
 
U.S. Army Gen. Stephen R. Lyons, commander, U.S. Transportation Command 
(USTRANSCOM), stood on the flight line at Al Udeid Air 
Base, Qatar, with U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Isaiah Oppelaar, 
commander, 340th Expeditionary Air Refueling Squadron 
(EARS), to witness his first KC-135 hot-pit refueling. 
 
The hot-pit refueling allows a ground crew to add fuel to 
the aircraft while the engines and aviation systems remain 
running, reducing the refueling process from four to six 

https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=37FA9BB8-0CF5-61C5-54CD15993509B40D&yr=2021
https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=9A9744D7-B074-E253-650DD73888D9B1D2&yr=2021
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hours to roughly an hour, and keeping aircraft ready to respond to any mission. Full article here 
 
 
Before we reached the heat of summer, TRANSCOM forged partnerships to take its support for 
the Joint Force out of this world. 
 
Rocket cargo delivery gets big boost 
 
The Department of the Air Force announced recently its fourth Vanguard program focused on 
Rocket Cargo signaling another step toward someday using rockets to deliver cargo for the 
Department of Defense (DOD). U.S. Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM) is partnering 
with the U.S. Air 
Force, U.S. Space 
Force (USSF), and 
the Air Force 
Research 
Laboratory 
(AFRL) to explore 
commercial 
capabilities in the 
field of space 
travel for global 
logistics. AFRL is 
leading a science 
and technology 
effort to determine 
the viability and utility of using large commercial rockets for Department of Defense global 
logistics, potentially expanding the portfolio of capabilities the USSF presents to combatant 
commanders. Full article here 
 
(To Be Continued) 

https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=35CA69DE-D6B0-30E0-E6F5D6E5D43D19F3&yr=2021
https://www.ustranscom.mil/cmd/panewsreader.cfm?ID=046F658F-D703-F8BB-55E86FE18DDEB735&yr=2021
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